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SCOPE & GIZ organise regional workshop on 
“The Role of Climate Co-Benefit Methodologies 
for Strengthening Climate Action by Indian Public 
Sector Enterprises (PSEs)” in Northern India

Building on its ongoing efforts 
to address climate change 
and promote sustainable 
development, SCOPE in colla-
boration with the Deutsche 
Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, 
a German public-benefit federal 
enterprise, organized a regional 
workshop on “The Role of Climate 
Co-Benefit Methodologies for 
Strengthening Climate Action 
by Indian PSEs” in the Northern 
region (New Delhi) on 23rd-24th 

July, 2024. 
This workshop, held under the 
Indo-German Support Project for 
Climate Action in India, was led by 
a consortium team comprising the 
Council on Energy, Environment 
and Water (CEEW), Oxford 
Policy Management (OPM), and 

Perspectives Climate Group 
(PCG). Industry experts from 
Godrej & Boyce Manufacturing 
Corporation Limited and Lucro 
Plastecycle Private Limited 
presented and discussed their 
climate co-benefit initiatives in 
areas such as circular economy/
resource efficiency and forestry/
biodiversity. The objective of the 
workshop was to –
•	Introduce climate co-benefit 

approach and relevance to PSEs

•	Understand PSE’s climate 
actions such as forestry 
initiatives and banning Single 
Use Plastics (SUPs)

•	Introduce PSEs to the draft co-
benefit assessment framework 
for Urban Forestry and SUPs 
and take their feedbacks 

•	Understand potential capacity 
building requirements 
including training needs of the 
stakeholders

The workshop was inaugurated 
by Shri Sandeep Kumar Gupta, 
Chairman, SCOPE & CMD, GAIL 
(India) Ltd. in the presence of Ms. 
Taina Dyckhoff, Head of Division 
Climate & Environment, German 
Embassy; Shri Atul Sobti, DG, 
SCOPE; Shri Sujoy Choudhury, 
Chairman, SCOPE Sustainable 
Development & Climate Change 
(SD&CC) Committee & Director, 
IOCL; and Shri Soumik Biswas, 
Team Lead (Consortium of 
CEEW, OPM, and PCG).
The inaugural session created 
a strong foundation for the 
workshop, ensuring that 
participants were informed, 

(L-R) Shri Atul Sobti, DG, SCOPE; Ms. Taina Dyckhoff, Head of Division for Environment at German Embassy; Shri Sandeep Kumar Gupta, 
Chairman, SCOPE and CMD, GAIL (India) Ltd.; Shri Sujoy Choudhury, Chairperson, SCOPE Sustainable Development & Climate Change 
Committee and Director, IOCL; and Shri Soumik Biswas, Team Lead (Consortium of CEEW, OPM, and PCG) during the inaugural session of 
the workshop.
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motivated, and ready to engage 
in meaningful discussions and 
activities. 
During his opening address, 
Shri Atul Sobti, DG, SCOPE, 
highlighted the critical role of this 
workshop in advancing climate 
action and achieving Net Zero 
targets by 2070. He emphasized 
that it is imperative for PSEs to 
align with national economic 
and environmental goals, as 
outlined in recent economic 
surveys and anticipated budget 
announcements. 
He also reflected on the successful 
collaboration between SCOPE 
and GIZ since the first MOU in 
October 2019, noting significant 
achievements in due course 
leading to the establishment of 
this workshop on climate co-
benefit methodologies.
Shri Soumik Biswas, Team Lead 
(Consortium of CEEW, OPM, and 
PCG), providing the ‘Program 
Perspective’ highlighted the 
significance of balancing miti-
gation and adaptation strategies 
while preparing for India’s next 
NDC reporting. 
He informed that the workshop 
aims to address both mitigation 
and adaptation strategies in 
climate action by integrating 
fragmented methodologies into 
a streamlined process for better 
measurement and reporting. 
He apprised that the workshop 
discussions will cover urban 
forestry and the ban on single-
use plastics, evaluating both their 
mitigation impacts and climate 
co-benefits. He encouraged 
participants to provide feedback 
on the draft assessment 
framework, which will help 

refine methodologies and ensure 
practical implementation.
During her speech, Ms. Taina 
Dyckhoff, Head of Division for 
the Environment at the German 
Embassy, emphasized the critical 
need for prompt climate action, 
referencing severe heatwaves and 
flooding as pressing examples. 
She stressed the importance 
of a collaborative approach to 
merge climate solutions with 
sustainable development. Ms. 
Dyckhoff pointed out that 
the Indo-German Green and 
Sustainable Development 
Partnership (GSDP), launched 
by the leaders of both countries, 
is dedicated to advancing energy 
transitions, decreasing reliance 
on fossil fuels, and striving for the 
decarbonization of economies.
In his inaugural address, 
Shri Sandeep Kumar Gupta, 
Chairman, SCOPE and CMD, 
GAIL (India) Ltd. highlighted 
the severe threat climate change 
poses to ecosystems, economies, 
and public health, necessitating 
immediate action. He noted 
that environmental risks are 
increasingly becoming the top 
concern for the future. Despite 
being a developing country, India 
has demonstrated remarkable 
commitment to climate action, 
earning a high ranking among 
G20 nations for its proactive 
approach. 
Shri Gupta praised Public Sector 
Enterprises (PSEs) for leading 
with innovative solutions and 
ambitious net zero targets. He 
cited both national and global 
examples to underscore the 
importance of incorporating 
co-benefits into policies and 
improving data frameworks. 

He urged participants to engage 
actively in the workshop to 
fully leverage its benefits and 
encourage collaboration. While 
rendering closing remarks, Shri 
Sujoy Choudhury, Chairperson, 
SCOPE Sustainable Development 
& Climate Change (SD&CC) 
Committee, and Director, IOCL, 
commended SCOPE and GIZ for 
organizing this unique workshop 
focused on climate co-benefits. 
He emphasized that this 
approach is crucial in addressing 
the limitations often faced 
in sustainability initiatives, 
particularly in justifying 
large-scale projects. While 
acknowledging the challenging 
growth trajectory that India faces 
in becoming a developed nation 
by 2047, he emphasized that PSEs 
play a central role in driving both 
development and climate action. 
He said that India’s commitment 
to sustainable growth lies in its 
historical reverence for nature 
and ongoing sustainability 
initiatives, such as material 
recycling, afforestation, and 
adoption of new technologies 
such as Compressed Bio Gas 
(CBG) and green hydrogen. He 
encouraged active participation 
and the sharing of insights to 
effectively address challenges.
Overall, the workshop received 
an enthusiastic response, drawing 
participants from 22 PSEs across 
different sectors in Northern 
India. Similar workshops are 
scheduled for three more regions 
across India in the coming 
months.
The details  of post-inaugural 
sessions of the workshop are 
summarised separately on Page 
Number 38.


